
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

HEALTH SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S 
REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 14th DECEMBER 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.

This report covers the meeting of the Committee on 16th November 2016 that have taken 
place since the last meeting of the Council.

16th November 2016

PCFT Presentation
We received a presentation for the Trust about the services they provide especially with 
regard to the provision of services for children, which was an update from their previous 
attendance at a meeting of this Committee in March 2016. 

The presentation focused on:
a) the family nurse partnership (and the Rochdale Delivery Model)
b) Health Visitor and Children’s Nursing Services
c) Children’s Acute and Ongoing Needs Service
d) Multi-agency working practices
e) Provision of Special Education Needs Services and mental health assessments for 

vulnerable children

We accepted their offer to visit the Trust facilities to view services in an operational sense 
and to discuss issues of concern with staff.  

Locality Plan
We received a report that updated Members us the latest developments within the jointly 
commissioned Locality Plan programme. The Locality Plan Programme we noted was in 
development and work continued to produce a strategy paper that would formally seek the 
necessary governance approvals from both the Clinical Commissioning Group and the 
Council. 

Directorate Plan Updates
The Committee scrutinised a report outlining the respective Directorate position at the end 
of Quarter 2 (30th September 2016) and of the activities contained in the Adult Care 
Services Directorate Plan 2016/17, the Children’s Services Directorate Plan 2016/17 and 
the Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2016/17. A specific point to note is that the Director 
of Public Health has agreed to provide a training session that will be available for all 
Members of the Council around suicide prevention. I would anticipate that this will be held 
early on in 2017.

Market Oversight Report
 The Committee received a report that asked for consideration of the Market Oversight 
report which provided quality assurance information for services commissioned by the 
Adult Care service for the second quarter period of 2016/17. The report included details of 
five key questions that the CQC ask when they were undertaking an inspection as 
Members had requested this clarification at a previous meeting and it was also pleasing to 
note that the Adult Care Service was currently on-track with all of its current reviews.



Oral Health Scrutiny Study Group
The work of this Study Group has now almost come to a conclusion and I should commend 
my Vice Chair, Councillor Sullivan and the other Members of the Group for the work they 
have done in the past 18 months promoting the importance of oral hygiene, especially 
amongst children as it has been clinically proven that poor oral health increases the 
chances of childhood obesity and other chronic health problems. The group has also 
brought the issue of water fluoridation back on to the agenda and has results from areas 
such as the West Midlands demonstrate that fluoridation of the domestic water supply has 
life-long oral health benefits. I should also thank Councillors O’Neill and Cecile Biant for 
ensuring that a proportion of Rochdale Township funds be made available for the ‘buddy 
scheme’ which directly benefits new mothers and forms a crucial part of their maternity 
packs. The Group has also endorsed the Oral Health Improvement Strategy for Rochdale 
Borough and I am looking forward to receiving a final report of the Group at a meeting of 
the Committee early in early 2017, prior to its submission to the Cabinet.
  
GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool
Members of the Council will be aware that I have been nominated to be the lead Member 
on the GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool in 2016/17 and the developments regarding Greater 
Manchester are of course becoming more pressing as we draw nearer to the Greater 
Manchester Mayoral Elections in May 2017. The GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool itself has met 
on two occasions since my last report to Council. The majority of business at both 
meetings related to possible implications and impact of Brexit and transition arrangements 
for the GMCA in light of the mayoral elections.

In addition to the normal Scrutiny Pool business I have, along with my colleagues on the 
Scrutiny from Rochdale (Councillors Holly and Butterworth) and Oldham Councils, called-in 
a decision of Transport for Greater Manchester relating to their decision not to extend the 
Metrolink line that services Rochdale and Oldham directly to Piccadilly Station in 
Manchester which of course is the most important transport hub in the City Region. This 
call-in will be dealt with at the AGMA Scrutiny Pool’s meeting on 9th December and I will 
update Members verbally at the Council meeting on this matter.

Councillor Sara Rowbotham - Chair, Health, Schools and Care Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.


